
 Darkness vs. Light. Empty vs. full.  That’s 
what we experienced during a recent visit of 
Debbie’s Sister from Arizona. And it seemed that 
the Sister experienced it, also.
 She had made a mess of her life, and at least 
realized it, if not regretted it. She just quit her 
umpteenth job and decided to “retire”, and so 
really had nothing to do. Her favorite past job 
was at a Home Depot, where she was a cash-
ier, and where there was somewhat a feeling 
of family, which was different than other places 
she had worked.
 In the brief two days we had with her, we 
(our little group of six) shared with her our own 
warmth and close family atmosphere, even 
though some of us are bozos in one way or an-
other. (OK, since there are so few of us, “some” 
actually means “all” of us!) 
 When on the first of two mornings we were 
chit-chatting our time away, I felt pushed by 
God to interrupt the empty chit-chat and turn 
our thoughts to God and His message of the 
way back to reconciliation with Him. We must 
share the important things with Debbie’s Sis-
ter, He said.

 

 Debbie and both sisters had been raised in 
a family in which Mom thought the Bible was a 
bunch of fairy tales and that there is no God. 
So when Debbie, the middle of the three close 
sisters, went to work for Lucerne Valley Market 
in 1978 at age 18, the rest of the family was 
happy until Debbie was tapped on the shoulder 
by God’s Holy Spirit. She responded to Him by 
joining the little group of Followers that ran the 
store (and still do). Debbie’s family hated reli-
gion (as God Himself also does, by the way) and 
thought Debbie was joining a cult. They actually 
disowned Debbie!
 A humorous aside to that label of cult was 
that several of us gals wore culottes (a sleeve-
less dress with a split skirt that was cool and 
practical in the hot California summers). Some 
detractors who did think we were a cult thought 
that was required of the women. You might as 
well have called us the Culotte Cult! Hahahaha-
hahahahahahaha!
 Debbie’s two sisters were naturally influenced 
by their parents’ attitudes toward faith and God, 
and so they regarded the store and the group 
that ran it with suspicion and some resentment 
for the supposed cult-like practices. Of course, 
they never came to see that there were only a 
few very normal people, and no cult!
 After a decade or so, Debbie rebelled and left 
the life of serving God, left her job at the store, 
and spent 25 years in a spiritual wilderness. She 
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“I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.” — Philippians 4:13
 What a remarkable statement, the grand 
finale of Philippians chapter four. After 
wrestling with anxiety, learning to pray about 
everything, recognizing the peace of God 
and, finally, learning to think with the right at-
titude and find contentment, the apostle Paul 
makes a bold statement: “I can do all things 
through Christ.”
 Does he mean he can jump off tall build-
ings and fly? Or wish for and receive a 
million dollars? That would be akin to Jesus 
in the wilderness when Satan tempted Him 
to jump off the cliff or command bread to 
appear (Matthew 4). Jesus did not attempt 
to make anything happen that was not the 
will of God.
 The verse says all things THROUGH 
CHRIST—as opposed to believing you are 
powerful enough to do whatever you want.
 But how do you know that what you are 
praying is the will of God?
 God gives us examples, like in nature. 
Mature trees send their roots into the earth 
to draw minerals and water. The most 
important part of a tree is what you cannot 
see—the root system.
 The most important part of a Christian’s 
life is the part only God sees—the profound 
relationship between a believer and God, 
and the inner strength that our heavenly Fa-
ther gives us to handle the demands of life.
Jesus identified the source of this strength: 
“Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch 
cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides 
in the vine, neither can you, unless you 
abide in Me.  I am the vine, you are the 
branches. He who abides in Me, and I in 
him, bears much fruit; for without Me you 
can do nothing” (John 15: 4-5).
 Apart from Jesus, we can do nothing. Paul 
knew that when he wrote, “I can do all things 
through Christ.”
 These two verses give us the tools to fulfill 
all that God has for us.
 “If you want your life to flow more smooth-
ly—if you want to be more productive, and 
learn to be more selective, and your prayers 
to be more effective—then live in the zone: 
Abide in Christ.”   —Steve May
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Take the last step! Recycle your 
USED MOTOR OIL and OIL FILTERS! 
• Dumping used oil (or any chemical) is a crime – legally

and environmentally
• Dumped oil contaminates ground water – our drinking

water source
• Used oil is insoluble and can contain toxic chemicals
• Used oil kills plant and aquatic life
• One pint of used oil can create an acre-sized oil slick on

surface waters

Remember when recycling oil to...
• Drain your oil from cars, trucks, motorcycles, boats, recreational vehicles, lawnmowers,

etc., into a reusable, sealable container.

• Do not dump oil on the ground, in the gutter or storm drain, or throw in the trash

• Do not mix anything with the oil (water, paint, pesticides, diesel, antifreeze or gasoline)

Before transporting, be sure that...
• Waste is properly labeled or in its original container

• The container is no larger than 5 gallons. Transport no more than 15 gallons or 125 lbs.

• Containers are sound and not leaking

• Sharps/needles are in approved container, illegal to transport in plastic bag, coffee cans

• Waste is securely placed in the back of the vehicle for safe transport

The following guidelines apply:
• Household Hazardous Waste ONLY. No Business-Generated Waste Accepted

• San Bernardino County Residents ONLY. Identification will be required

• No Early Birds (waste brought before :00a.m. will not be accepted)

• Remain in vehicle at all times

• If you are experiencing any COVID-19 related symptoms, please come back
after 14 days to one of our permanent collection sites

For questions or more information, contact:

San Bernardino County Fire Protection District,
Household Hazardous Waste Program

1.800.OILY.CAT (1.800.645.9228)
Visit !

Residents:

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE COLLECTION
| a.m. to 12p.m.

We Accept...

• Antifreeze

• Auto & Household Batteries

• Computer Monitors, TVs

• CPUs, Printers

• Fluorescent Tubes

• Home-Generated Sharps/Needles in
approved container

• Household Cleaners

• Medications – separate liquids from
solids (excluding controlled substances)

• Microwave Ovens

• Motor Oil/Used Filters

• Musical Cards, Clothes Irons

• Paint Products

• Pesticides & Fertilizers

• Space Heaters, Stereos, Radios

• Telephones

• VCRs/DVD Players

We Do NOT Accept...
• Asbestos

• Business/Commercial Wastes

• Explosives

• Medical Wastes other than sharps

• Radioactive Wastes

• Reactives

• Tire, Appliances, Furniture,
Air Conditioner, etc.

• Wastes from foreclosed properties
& non-profit organizations
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Behind Lucerne Valley Fire Station
33269 Old Womans Spring Rd

(Enter through gate on Ladera Rd)

For questions or more
information, contact:

San Bernardino County 
Fire

Protection District,
Household Hazardous

Waste Program
1.800.OILY.CAT 
(1.800.645.9228)

Visit Sbcfire.org/hhw!

March 25, 2023
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rejoined her family, and they were so relieved 
that Debbie’s life of weirdness had ended (at 
least, so they thought). She was a part of them 
again. Well, yes, for a time, but then. . .
 Since God had tapped Debbie on the shoul-
der once when she was 18, in 2013 He remind-
ed her of His claim on her life in a dream she 
had, in which she told Gommel, my dad (and 
the boss at the store), that he was right about 
things of life, philosophical outlook, and spiritual 
foundation in the God of the Bible. Having lived 
a life of drinking and struggling to attain periods 
of sobriety, she was tired of the fight against 
those things she knew to be true.
 On January 18, 2014, Debbie wrote an 
email to Bill Lembright, aka Sir William, saying 
she would like to come to the Sunday morn-
ing meeting. By the end of that day, she had 
decided to return to the life of serving God, and 
moved into a travel trailer on the property. She 
has been able to stay away from drinking ever 
since that day.
 What does this have to do with her Sister? 
Darkness vs. light. Empty vs. full. Debbie’s life 
journey through the light of God’s presence, 
then through the valley of the shadow, and then 
back into the Light of God’s Holy Spirit has been 
something hard to understand by her family. 
Some think she’s crazy. (She IS crazy, but not in 
the way they think! )
 Her Sister has been living in a darkness, or a 
valley of shadow, also of her own making. She has 
been watching as Debbie chose to find her way 
out of the darkness and back into God’s Light. At 
the same time, from the outside it appears that her 
empty life is bugging her more and more.
 About 4 months ago, Debbie took a vaca-
tion and visited her Sister. Debbie shared with 
her about her life with God, her job in the store, 
and our mission of service to Lucerne Valley. 
Obviously Debbie was happy that she had found 
and accepted her calling by God. So the Sister 
became curious about it.
 Realizing 
that a visit to 
Lucerne Valley 
could clear up 
her Sister’s 
misunderstand-
ings about the 
group of Fol-
lowers of God 
and the role of the store, Debbie invited her for 
a visit, and guess what? Her Sister came for a 
couple of days.
  So we’re back at the beginning of this little 
narrative. We six (Sir William, Lady Jan, Debbie, 
Jason, Penny, and Linda) and had the oppor-
tunity to share with the Sister some of the Light 
of God’s Spirit, and the fullness of the life He 
provides us, in stark contrast with her dark and 
empty life. In so doing, we ourselves became 
excited and grateful as we re-experienced our 
own journey to God, His care and protection, His 
personal involvement with each and all of us, 
and so much more!

 Will the Sister be able to find her way out 
of her Valley of the Shadow of Death and into 
God’s Light? Who on earth knows? God knows. 
All we can do is pray that she does, and that 
therefore she has the assurance of eternal life 
and peace with God.
 P.S. When we try to engineer the outcome 
of things ourselves, and get upset when WE 
fail, we must instead remember to LEAVE IT 
TO GOD! Dallas Jenkins of “The Chosen” 
says it this way: 
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