
 Today is Wednesday, January 31. The 
year 2024 is a little over 8% gone already. 
That time is spent, the events recorded. 
We cannot change what happened or redo 
mistakes we made. 
 On or about December 21, 2023, our 
days stopped getting shorter and started 
getting longer. That’s already 41 days ago, 
leaving about 141 days before the days start 
getting shorter again. Don’t groan. That’s 
still 4½ months away! 
 So what is this drivel, anyway? It’s the 
product of a recuperating mind, a person 
captive to post-surgical pain from a to-
tal knee replacement (WHY did I do that, 
anyway?), with no way to get comfortable, 
knocked out of my routine, and way off 
balance totally. The only person (yes, per-
son!) happy with this is Rocky, my beloved 
doggie, who rarely leaves my side since I 
returned home.
 But honestly, I do watch the sun trav-
el back and forth across our eastern sky, 
hitting its head on the post on the southern 
end of its route, around December 21, and 
then again on the northern end, around 
June 20. I also watch the moon, as it ap-
pears in the night sky, � rst as a � ngernail, 
then growing into the beautiful full-moon 
ball, humbly shedding its secondary light 
across the landscape. After turning into a 
� ngernail again, it disappears for several 
days, while it crosses our sky during the 
daytime.
 This brings to mind Psalm 19, one of the 
most beautiful of all. Here is an excerpt:

 As I sit here in my post-surgical blue 
haze, I know I need to spend my time boost-
ing my spirit with thoughts of the wonder 
and awe of what God has done for us. It 
sure beats thinking about the mess the 
world is in, with the constant drumbeat of 
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Please, unless otherwise indicated, ON AD 
ITEMS,  NO MORE THAN 6 TOTAL (including all 
� avors or varieties) OF ANY ITEM, PER FAMILY, 
DURING THE AD PERIOD, AT THE SALE PRICE, 
except in produce and meat, which are limited to 
normal retail quantities, or which carry limits spe-
ci� cally stated.  Sorry, we must reserve the right to 
further limit or refuse sales.
MULTIPLE PRICING: When purchasing items in 
quantities more or less than the multiple stated, 
the register is built automatically to charge the 
“each” price times the quantity.  (Example: Price 
of item is 3/$1.  The price of: one = 34 ¢,  two = 68¢,  
 three = $1,  four = $1.34,  � ve = $1.68,  six = $2.00).

ECHO RECYCLING
760-220-4232 LUCERNE VALLEY MARKET   

& HARDWARE (760) 248-7311
e-mail address: 

info@lucernevalleymarket.com
website: lucernevalleymarket.com

WASH N SHOP COIN LAUNDRY

AT THE SERVICE COUNTER In the store
• PAYMENT STATION  SCE, Frontier, Verizon

• PACKAGE EXPRESS -- UPS only
• COPIES     • FAX SERVICE   

SERVICES AT CROSSROADS CENTER
FIRST FOUNDATION BANK    248-2717

DR. ASHOK MELVANI M.D.    248-1070

ECHO RECYCLING   220-4232

PRESCRIPTION DELIVERY
Rancho Drugs – 242-4900

Tues. Noon,  Wed. & Fri. 1:30pm

TO KNOW MORE ABOUT THOSE 
WHO SPONSOR THIS STORE, SEE 

http://thenewlightcls.com
Pricing good thru February 21, 2024

On the Northeast side of the parking lot.

Open Tues. - Fri. 9AM - 4PM
& Saturday 9AM - 5PM

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1PM.

Aluminum CRV ...... $1.65 lb

#1 Plastic CRV ........$1.33 lb

LIMITS & MULTIPLE PRICING

“Biden this,” or “Trump that”, or this dis-
ease threat or that war in which thousands 
are dying and suffering. 
 I can barely look at my email now, as 
presidential politics heats up and EVERY-
ONE has their hands out for money, mon-
ey, money. Do you ever get tired of seeing 
these emails that promise that “this is the 
last time you will hear from me”, or “can’t 
you chip in just $10 to help me. . .”? I don’t 
trust these out� ts, if they’re even legiti-
mate, to spend my money any more than I 
trust the government to spend my money 
responsibly.

 Speaking of more positive thoughts, our 
Lucerne Valley Economic Development 
Ass’n meeting on Monday night (Jan. 29) 
was full of important stuff and attendance 
was standing room only. 
 You really have nothing to complain about 
if you don’t attend these meetings, even 
if only occasionally. This is where you can 
voice your complaints to the people who are 
committed to do stuff about them. They go 
to a lot of trouble to travel the miles from 
their homes or of� ces, usually down below, 
to meet with us and listen to us. 
Present at this LVEDA were:
• Supervisor (and Charman of the Board 
  of Supervisors) Dawn Rowe
• Scott Tuttle of SB County Fire, along 
  with a group of about � ve more
  impressive guys 
• Sgt. Weinberg of our local Sheriff’s
  station
• CHP Capt Todd Kovaletz, who is in 
  charge of the Victor Valley area
• Curtis of Code Enforcement, responsible 
  for our area
• Hayden Barth, � eld rep. for Congress

man Jay Obernolte
• Iris, � eld rep for Assemblyman Lackey
• Members of our local school board
 I may have missed some, but this is an 
amazing collection of people who repre-
sent us at the grassroots of our daily lives. 
Not to sound mean, but if you can’t bother 
to show up when they come, why should 
they show up to LVEDA? And do you see 
how many marijuana grows are NOT here 
anymore? Lots! All because of LVEDA pres-
suring and the County responding to our 
complaint.
 We are blessed as a community to have 
the County staffed with sincere, hardwork-
ing people, for the most part. We need to 
keep them face to face with us, which helps 
us all, and keeps them on track with the 
issues we care about.

 A couple of important takeaways from 
the LVEDA meeting:
 1. Sheriff Dicus is urging all of us to take 
out Concealed Weapons permits, and will 
process them as quickly as possible. The 
SB County Sheriff’s IT system was hacked 
months ago, and it has taken the depart-
ment many months to restore functionality. 
So before you get all cynical about how 
long it takes, instead take seriously the 
message the the sheriff will do all he can 
to expe-
dite the 
process, 
and that 
he sees 
enough of 
a growing 
threat in our county to advise us to learn to 
defend ourselves.
 2. A ballot measure called Measure W 
will be voted on in March, and as is so often 
the case, it’s bass-ackwards. If you vote 
yes, you are voting to rescind the new tax 
that we received a year or two ago. If you 
vote no, you are voting to retain the tax 
increase.
 After hearing what the � re guys had 
to say, I would recommend that we give 
serious consideration to leaving the tax in 
place for the sake of our own safety and 
security.
 We have a wonderful, tight-knit little 
town that needs all the help it can get to re-

sist the � ood of bad ideas, bad regulations, 
bad laws, bad leadership, and thousands of 
illegals crowding across our borders. Our 
County is the � rst line of defense, and they 
are great!

The heavens declare the glory of
 God, and the sky above proclaims 
  his handiwork.
Day to day pours out speech,
 and night to night reveals
  knowledge.
There is no speech, nor are there 
 words, whose voice is not heard.
Their voice goes out through all the  
 earth, and their words to the end
  of the world.
In them he has set a tent for the sun,
 which comes out like a bridegroom
  leaving his chamber,
    and, like a strong man, runs its 
  course with joy.
Its rising is from the end of the
 heavens, and its circuit to the end 
  of them, and there is nothing
   hidden from its heat.
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